15 October. State School General Strike in Italy
Teachers and Staff, steady and temporary, students and parents united against “misery–school” 

After the last twenty years in which centre-right and centre-left Governments  have  tried  to outdo each other in reducing their funding in public education (today in Italy investment in this sector is less than 9% of total expenditure while the average of “developed” countries is 13,3%) the cut of 140000 work places in 3 years, with the massive dismissal of temporary teachers and staff, carried on by Tremonti-Gelmini, finally imposes a “misery-school” which does not even guarantee  the necessaries for every day running of Schools and with the blocking of automatic seniority increase and contracts dramatically reduces wages, which are already extremely low.   

But  lessons  started in the sign of the fight marked out by temporary teachers over the past  months and by tens of thousand regular teachers and staff who were on strike with COBAS during last June end of year assignation of marks and who are now opposing once again against the decline of State School. In many schools the Campaign Against Collaboration and  Illegality at School has started and it includes the stopping of projects,  extra activities and extra hours contracts, the refusal of accepting in one’s class students from other classes, the blocking of coordination activities, school trips and one day outings.

And since this is – though in the framework of a twenty years policy of impoverishment of State School – the greatest attack to public education, the protest must immediately put forward a big general strike of State School. In such a direction we proposed all organized structures and Unions that intend to defend State School, to promote  a strike together and we indicated as a possibile date the 15 October. We also declared we would be willing to accept different dates if considered more effective\incisive

The only answer from CGIL, after thundering “against the biggest mass lay-off in Italy”, was the calling of  a meaningless short strike of an hour (students will enter an hour later) for the 8 October, hiding behind a student strike organized by structures which are linked to this union and PD. While no sign of life has arrived from other “representative” unions which only pay lip service to the protest against the “ misery-school”.

After taking note of the situation we call a general strike of State School for the 15 October with local demonstrations against all cuts of work places, the mass dismissal of temporary teachers and for their hiring as regular workers,  against  ”misery school” and for massive funding in public education, for the full getting back of automatic seniority increases and of contracts, against the Secondary School “reform”, against extra–hours contracts, and the increase of the number of students in each class which worsens the teaching-learning process and steals temporary teachers their job.

On the 15, in addition to steady teachers and staff, organized structures of temporary school workers, students and parents  will be on strike with us to defend public aducation against the “misery–school” Government, but of course without giving any discount to those centre-left parties which, when in dominant position in the Government, contributed to the impoverishment of State School.
Piero Bernocchi   National spokesman of COBAS

